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horses. It took us the whole night to traverse the distance that separated us
from Bhurtpore, and it was not till daybreak that we sighted the J&t citadel
rising out of the plain in front of us. At eight o'clock we reached the gates of
the town, and being conducted to a small palace, near the royal habitation, where
apartments had been prepared for us, we took possession of our rooms, thoroughly
knocked up and anathematising the shuter-chopaya and its inventor.

Bhurtpore is the capital of the Jat state of the same name, which lies between
the kingdoms of Jeypore, Ulwur, Dholepore, and the province of Agra. The
population is estimated at 101,000.

The J&ts appear to have occupied the first rank, in point of numerical force
and importance, in Western India and Transoxiana since the time of Tomyris and
Cyrus. In the fourth century history mentions a Yuti or Jat kingdom in the
Punjaub, but without indicating the time of its foundation.

The exact period of their first appearance in India is not known. The Raj-
poots, at any rate, found them firmly established, but still preserving the
characteristic habits of the Scythian tribes. They were a nation of shepherds,
almost nomads; and without any form of government but a council of the elders
in each tribe. Their only divinity was Arnba Bhawain, the Hindoo Sibyl,
represented by a young Jdt woman; but they rejected the Brahmin theocracy.
According to their traditions, they came from the country beyond the Oxus, Tod
thinks that the Asidghs, one of their chief tribes, are no other than the A$i of
the Oxus and the Jaxartes, who overthrew the Greek empire in Bactriana; and
the same authority holds it not improbable that the J&ts are the parent tribe
from which sprang those Jits or Jutes who invaded the north of Europe, and
settled, amongst other places, in Jutland.

The victorious Rajpoots were obliged to respect the privileges of the Jats,
who relinquished, indeed, the first rank to them, but kept possession of the land;
and in some states, as at Bikanir, the Rajpoot princes have themselves crowned by
the J&t senate on succeeding to the throne.

The J&ts opposed the Mussulman invasion with an obstinate resistance. In
1026 they stopped Mahmoud on the banks of the Indus; in 1205 the Kmperur
Koutub had to dispute with them the possession of the country of Haiwi; in
1397 their legions were destroyed while opposing the march of Tamerlane; and,
lastly, the Emperor Baber, in his Commentaries, pays a tribute to their courage.
Luckier than the Rajpoots, they rianaged, in conjunction with the Mahrattna, their
cousins of Southern India, to overthrow the Mussulman power. They gained IH>$~
session of Agra and Delhi, and would probably have become a powerful awl impor-
tant tribe had it not been for the English conquest which checked the movement

At the commencement of our century fhe J&ts of the Punjaub, known, since
their conversion to the precepts of Namuck, tinder the name of Sikhs, succeeded
in founding a very powerful kingdom, under Bunjeet Sing; and Napoleon, seeing
their power increasing, conceived the idea of overthrowing, with the help of the
Sikh J&ts, the English dominion in India. For this purpose he sent French
officers to them, such as Allard, Ventura, Avitabile, and others, who made the
Sikh army the finest native force in India* This great Scythian race, which, tinder
the various names of Yuti, GStes, J6ts, J&ts, or Sikhs, has shown so much power
and vitality, still furnishes the very best native soldiers to the empire.

The J&t type belongs to the Indo-European family.    Their physiognomy is